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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00403 161437Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO COME-OO L-03 HA-05 TRSE-00 
/027 W 

007420 161440Z/45 

P 161300Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0543 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COTONOU 0403 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EINV, DM 

SUB J : JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES CLAIM 

REF: A. STATE 61966 B. STATE 40362 

1 . FOR PAST TWO WEEKS ALL GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 
BENIN (GPRB ) FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN UNAVAILABLE 
DUE TO PREPARATION FOR OCAM MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE DUE TO 
FINISH MARCH 18. EARLIEST WE CAN OBTAIN NECESSARY INFO IS WEEK 
OF MARCH 20. 

2. OUR OWN VIEW IS THAT SINCE GPRB HAS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO 
COMPENSATE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, WHAT IS NECESSARY NOW IS DESIG- 
NATION OF SOMEONE TO SPEAK ON WITNESSES' BEHALF AND SELECTION 
OF APPROPRIATE VENUE. AS WITNESSES ARE ASKING FOR SUM ON ORDER 
OF COMPENSATION ACTUALLY RECEIVED BY MOBIL AND TEXACO FOR THEIR 
ASSETS, WE WOULD EXPECT TALKS ON AGREED AMOUNT OF COMPENSATION 
TO BE LENGTHY. SUGGEST WITNESSES CHOOSE SOMEONE TO ACT ON THEIR 
BEHALF AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. WILL SEND INFO REQUESTED REF B AS SOON AS IT IS 
AVAILABLE. 

THOMPSON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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